
 

 

 

Psychanalyse d’un meuble à quatre pattes 

L’Ameublement français Exhibition celebrates the French High Manufactures  

Based on an original idea by Vincent Darré. 
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An original project by l’Ameublement français,  
the French furniture professional association 

 
 

Thirteen Haute facture manufacturers, members of l'Ameublement français will reveal their 
secrets in a collective and immersive scenography by the extravagant interior designer Vincent 
Darré. Fascinated by the history of the decorative arts and the intellectual ferment of the 20th 
century, Vincent is going to lay these manufacturers, holders of exceptional know-how, on the 
psychoanalytic couch and invite visitors to enter a curiosity cabinet with multiple references. 
He summons all the great figures and trends of the 20th century in this audacious scenography 
for which he brings together emblematic pieces of furniture from these Haute Facture 
Manufacturers and gives exclusive creations for the exhibition. 
 
To convey the message of CHARLES PARIS, DUVIVIER CANAPES, ATELIERS FAURE, MAISON 
LUCIEN GAU, PHILIPPE HUREL, LE LIT NATIONAL, ATELIER MIDAVAINE, MOISSONNIER, OBJET 
DE CURIOSITE, POUENAT, ROBERT FOUR, TAILLARDAT, VOLEVATCH Houses, l’Ameublement 
français is setting up an event placed under the sign of audacity, with a singular exhibition 
unveiled for the Paris Design Week 2022. 
 
"We want to tell the story of rare crafts, of French excellence and its ability to reinvent know-
how through an installation with a bold artistic bias.” Which makes Vincent Darré the right 
person for the job and the Monnaie de Paris Museum, with its history and its commitment to 
arts and crafts, the perfect setting for this exhibition. 
French excellence, art of living and decorative arts have crossed centuries and borders. Our 
manufacturers work every day to ensure their influence for tomorrow. 
 
Made from wood, metal, gold leaf, lacquer, leather or thread, the French “Manufactures de 
Haute facture” imagine and shape unique and exceptional pieces of furniture, decorative 
objects, and custom-made decorations for the most beautiful projects. Techniques and 
materials are continuously reshaped according to their inspirations and their collaborations 
with architects, interior designers, artists, and designers for ever more creative achievements 
throughout the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

An introduction to psychoanalysis 
as a tribute to the intellectual history of the 20th century 

 
 

 
 
 
 

With his exhibition "Psychanalyse d’un meuble à quatre pattes" at the Monnaie de Paris 
Museum, interior designer Vincent Darré, a sharp connoisseur of decorative arts, is offering a 
very personal study of high-end furniture and objects. 
"The choice of the Monnaie de Paris Museum seemed obvious to me, as it is the very place 
where highly specific craftsmanship is found. As time went by, this idea became crystal clear. 
It’s like an initiatory journey, echoing with childhood, in connection with the making of a piece 
of furniture from its origins.” 
Cautiously, the visitor enters a dark room where a golden shower is enthroned. One is 
wondering: “is it Dr. Caligari's cabinet?” But turning around, the visitor is surprised to discover 
a ‘Vasarely style’ pop color perspective. Throughout opposite tones, a dialogue between 
furniture and decorative arts starts. On the beveled walls made of pyramidal layers, mirror 
frames pop up inside and still lives made of metaphysical objects suddenly appear including 
masterpieces of French craftsmanship. They are facing the instruments that originally made 
them. Here, lacquer faces raw metal, tapestry looks like a painting exhibition, confronted with 
inlaid wood. Magnifying glasses are attached to the frames to zoom in on the refinement of 
the work. 
 
The furniture comes out of the facades, the chair tips over into a psyche, that is the real art of 
living upside down. The walk ends on a chandelier in a cage surrounded by cubist woodwork. 



“French furniture lays in all its forms, and in its most complete palette, is freely offered in the 
anachronistic form of a cabinet of curiosities where classic is opposed to modern and reveals 
the ingenuity of French craftsmanship in a psychedelic labyrinth" . 
Vincent Darré, Interior designer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“As a prelude, I invite visitors to enter into a cinematic circus, a circular room dressed with a 
curtain made by the upholsterer decorator ATELIERS FAURE, on which will be projected 
solarized videos of arts and crafts, like abstract and pictorial still lives. This spiral of images is 
a direct reference to the film "Shock Corridor" by Samuel Fuller (1963), which takes place in a 
psychiatric hospital. Except that this time, the patient... is the furniture!" the interior designer 
jokes, inviting visitors to change their view of the craft. 
 
 
 



 
VOLEVATCH         LE LIT NATIONAL 
 
To pay tribute to the excellence and vivacity of these skills, Vincent Darré then imagined a 
"gallery of crafts" that opens onto the "psychoanalytic box", covered with mattresses made 
by LE LIT NATIONAL. On one wall, Vincent Darré exhibits a bare bed base, whose springs are 
held together by ropes, like Man Ray's still lives. On the other side, the springs are covered 
with a linen hood. The ceiling is covered with a cloudy wadding and the floor with pure sheep's 
wool. The structure of the bed draped with a linen veil covers the bottom of this 
psychoanalytical box, pierced by a supernatural light. "I visited all the workshops of the 
Manufacturers that take part in the exhibition to immerse myself in their DNA and transcribe 
it as accurately as possible," he explains. We thus cross the room covered with white foam 
becoming black as if we were walking through a sleepiness, a dream ... 
 
For VOLEVATCH, the room is covered with a foam preformed with triangular cones. An 
abstract material that absorbs each sound, as we were in the middle of a dream... Being a true 
goldsmith of the bathroom, this manufacturer has redesigned a more modern version of its 
iconic "Jonas" circular shower inspired by a therapeutic model from 1900 and the German 
expressionist film "Doctor Caligari". Embedded in the black foam, emerging like small works 
of art, Albert-Armand Rateau's "Oiseaux de Paradis" faucets for Jeanne Lanvin as well as those 
of the mythical Villa Kérylos come out. 
 
 



 
 
 
A PANORAMIC VISION PLUNGING THE VISITOR INTO A PAINTING OF VASARELY 
 
The visitor turns around and discovers a psychedelic perspective in front of him 
 
An impression of vertigo is carried by the three successive rooms: one is green, one is blue 
and the last one is red 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ATELIER MIDAVAINE       OBJET DE CURIOSITÉ 
 
 
The first room is introducing the work of the lacquerer craftsmanship ATELIER MIDAVAINE, "I 
wanted to highlight the techniques by drawing a star in different shades of gold and a pyramid 
in crackle. I was inspired by Plato's solids, a geometric structure, but also by a painting of a 
"monkey bottle opener". I discovered this amazing monkey made in 1950 by Jacques 
Midavaine at the age of 20 as well as the Sierra Leone painting made in 1989, referring to 
black lacquer pieces illuminated with white gold leaf, these works that have never been shown 
to the public. 
 
 
An esoteric atmosphere is also conveyed by OBJET DE CURIOSITÉ, this is a room of wonders 
in which the decorator has found magnetized meteorites and other intriguing curiosities as if 
they were in levitation. A ball of beetle elytra on a blackened brass support brings out 
incredible iridescent colors ranging from blue to green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
MOISSONNIER         POUENAT 
 
 
Vincent Darré has designed a spectacular space for POUENAT where he exhibits a custom-
made staircase banister with painted wrought iron decoration, gilded with leaf. Further on, an 
easel by Yann Le Coadic, the Ypomer lamp by François Champsaur, the Abysse table lamps by 
Valérie Serin-Lok and Sunrise by Rodolphe Parente are displayed in the room. 
 
 
The creations of this ultra-luxury ironworker dialogue with those of the cabinetmaker 
MOISSONNIER are being inspired by a surrealist setting. The frame of a chair tilts off a wall to 
give an impression of vertigo, the chess tabletop is hung like an abstract painting and a Dutch 
chest of drawers in purple lacquered beech emerges from the wall as if we were in the middle 
of a dream. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DUVIVIER CANAPÉS        CHARLES PARIS 
 
 
The Emile transat chilienne in braided leather, a new savoir-faire from DUVIVIER CANAPÉS, 
reveals exceptional materials: full grain leather lined with real wool felt, solid oak and brass 
details. The craftsman's gesture and his unique know-how can be seen here. This piece was 
introduced for the first time in braided leather during the Paris Design Week 2022. Then the 
visitor focuses on the Gaël coffee tables, like pebbles softly sculpted by natural erosion 
showing the meticulous work made by the cabinet. 
 
The double blue room offers a confrontation between the naturalist-style Ginko and 
Tourbillon lamps created by Chrystiane Charles and the Taurus lamp (1973). From the top of 
its height, this tapered bull is strong and sereine. This work by Felix Agostini was first cast in 
bronze in 2016. Thanks to the perfect restoration of the original plaster made by his 
granddaughter Lucile, CHARLES PARIS was able to produce a master model as the exclusive 
publisher of the sculptor's work. Designed by Felix Agostini himself, its semi-open lampshade 
looking like a solemn headdress, gives a majestic aura to the animal.  
 
 
 



 
ROBERT FOUR         TAILLARDAT 
 
 
The visitor then discovers one of the masterpieces of this exhibition: the intriguing neo-
classical secretary "Hypnos" from the cabinetmaker TAILLARDAT which contains in its heart a 
decorated round vase signed by the Manufacture des Émaux de Longwy. The two astral faces, 
the sun and the moon, the day and the night... placed on a rotating base are reflected in an 
antique mirror aged made of mercury. A small armchair inspired by the 1930s and designed 
by Armand Albert Rateau for Jeanne Lanvin completes the setting. 
 
On the opposite side of the room, as a tribute to Louise Bourgeois, Vincent Darré covers the 
heads of tapestry milliners from the Aubusson manufacturer ROBERT FOUR. 
We are dazzled by the exclusive colors created by the dyer in chief, by the mix of textures and 
threads that can go up to six weaving techniques which all remain respectful of the 
environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PHILIPPE HUREL       MAISON LUCIEN GAU 
 
 
To end with this hypnotic and whimsical journey into the history of art, Vincent Darré exhibits 
in the third and final red room, rare materials, dealing with the Julianne console in Ash, Olive 
and Bronze, the ZIGI solid wood stools and the Tobias stool in Macassar Ebony and Alabaster 
from the PHILIPPE HUREL furniture manufacturer. 
 
Facing two “torchères” that seem to escape from the walls, a spectacular levitating chandelier 
signed by the art bronzier MAISON LUCIEN GAU appears in a levitation position, it is a tribute 
to ‘La Belle et la Bête’ book by Cocteau, being a Vincent Darré's tutelary figure. It represents 
a final tribute to the immense French know-how. 
 


